politician as well as a strong man, that they suggested,
since von Papen could no longer hold the fort, his appoint-
ment as Chancellor and Minister of War.

These were sentimental times in Germany, what with
sobbing political leaders, who threatened to blow their-
brains out if things went wrong and a President who
sighed "Thank God; I can now have a Cabinet of my
friends "; that self-same President who, on parting with
von Papen, gave him a portrait of himself autographed:
" Ich hat? einen Kameraden. Hindenburg"

Franz von Papen, unlike the bourgeois Briming, needed
no reminder, " as between officers ", that he had to go
because of the President's " name and honour in history ".

On a December Kurt von Schleicher, who up till now
had been content with political wire-pulling and acting
as a negotiator and intermediary for friends, took the plunge.
Against his will, as he whispered to friends, he accepted >
the President's invitation to become Chancellor and Minister
of Defence. He undertook to retain von Papen's pro-
gramme.
Hitler had just entered a sanatorium, Goring was left
to carry on and Gregor Strasser was conspiring against
both, having arranged to take over to the new Government
a large section of disgruntled Left Nazis in the Reichstag.
Von Papen, ever forgetful, remained in residence at
the Reichs-Chancellery and the new Government did not
remember to ask him to leave. The new Chancellor con-
tinued the Papen policy inasmuch as he also tinkered
with the Constitution, black-mailed the Nazis with the
threat of dissolving the Reichstag, but forgot to keep an
eye on von Papen, who had retreated to reorganize his ideas.
Hindenburg (or rather Hindenburg's advisors, but he
signed the decrees) took control over the Chancellor and
a spate of new decrees were issued, for which von Schleicher
got the blame, being repeatedly reproached by the Parties
with making worse breaches of the Constitution than von
Papen.
The huge membership of the Nazi Party, being naturally
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